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CHAPTER 711 
Amusement Devices 

 
 

711.01 Definitions. 
711.02 License requirements. 
711.03 Application requirements. 
711.04 Fees. 

711.05 Fee exemption. 
711.06 Transferability. 
711.99 Penalty. 
 

 
 

CROSS REFERENCES 
  Gambling - see GEN.  OFF.  Ch.  517 
  Slugs - see GEN.  OFF.  545.11 
  Tampering with coin machine - see GEN.  OFF.  545.12 
 
 
 
 
 
 711.01   DEFINITIONS. 
 (a) “Exhibitor” means any person owning and exhibiting or contracting or permitting 
any mechanical amusement device, as defined in subsection (b) herein to be installed, used and 
exhibited in his own place of business irrespective of the ownership of such device. 
 
 (b) “Mechanical or electrically operated amusement device” means any machine, 
device or instrument which upon the insertion of a coin, token or slug, operates, or may be 
operated for use as a game, contest of skill or amusement of any description which in no way 
tends to encourage gambling.  It does not include merchandise vending machines or musical 
machines. 
 
 (c) “Owner” means any person having title or legal rights to any mechanical 
amusement device, or amusement arcade as herein defined. 
(Ord.  81-932.  Passed 12-7-81.) 
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 711.02   LICENSE REQUIREMENTS. 
 (a) No exhibitor, owner or other person, shall install or permit the use of any 
mechanical amusement device, without first obtaining an exhibitor’s license and registration 
therefor from the City Administrator. 
 
 (b) No exhibitor, owner or other person having an interest in said license, mechanical 
or electrically operated device, shall be issued a license if they have been convicted in this State 
or any State of the United States of a crime of violence or moral turpitude. 
(Ord.  81-932.  Passed 12-7-81.) 
 
 711.03   APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS. 
 Every applicant desiring to obtain any exhibitors license or licenses shall file with the 
City Administrator a written application stating the full name and address, including street and 
number of the applicant, or if more than one person, or if an association or firm, the full names of 
all parties interested, and their addresses including street and number.  If the applicant is a club, 
society or corporation, the application shall contain a complete list of the officers of such club, 
society or corporation, with their names and addresses, including street and number, and shall 
also give the state in which the club, society or corporation is organized, and the names and 
addresses of one or more persons whom the club, society or corporation desired to designate as 
its manager or managers, person or persons in charge.  The applicant shall also set forth the name 
and address of the statutory agent when applicable.  The application must also state the 
following: 
 (a) The number of coin-operated machines to be exhibited; 
 (b) The address of which the devices are to be maintained; 
 (c) The serial numbers, manufacturer and name of each device; 
 (d) Whether the applicant has ever been engaged in operating an amusement arcade 

and when, where and how long in each place within five years preceding the date 
of application; and 

 (e) The Social Security number of all parties having an interest in said license, 
mechanical or electrically operated device. 

 Upon receipt of the appropriate application and fee, the City Administrator shall refer the 
application to the Chief of Police who shall conduct an investigation of the application and the 
premises to include the proposed coin-operated amusement devices.  If the Chief of Police finds 
that the application information is in order and that the premises and devices are in compliance 
with law, he shall place an appropriate designation on each machine and shall so report to the 
City Administrator.  The City Administrator shall then issue the appropriate license(s) and the 
date of inspection shall be placed on the license.  The Chief of Police shall make one or more 
additional inspections each licensed year. 
(Ord.  81-932.  Passed 12-7-81.) 
 
 711.04   FEES. 
 The fees for licenses and registration shall be paid at the time of the issuance and shall be 
fifty dollars ($50.00) for one and up to, and including, four coin-operated amusement devices per 
year.  Twenty-five dollars ($25.00) shall be charged for each such additional device beyond four 
devices per year.  (Ord.  2003-3480.  Passed 4-21-03.) 
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 711.05   FEE EXEMPTION. 
 No license fee shall be charged for coin-operated amusement devices exhibited or 
operated solely for the benefit of a charitable, benevolent, religious or eleemosynary institution. 
(Ord.  81-932.  Passed 12-7-81.) 
 
 711.06   TRANSFERABILITY. 
 The license and registration required by this chapter shall not be transferable to any other 
person, except that if one device is removed from the licensed premises the Chief of Police upon 
notification shall issue an additional designation to the replacement device. 
(Ord.  81-932.  Passed 12-7-81.) 
 
 711.99   PENALTY. 
 Any person operating in violation of the provisions of this chapter is guilty of a minor 
misdemeanor for a first offense.  For a second or subsequent offense such person is guilty of a 
misdemeanor of the fourth degree.  In addition thereto, two or more violations within a one-year 
period shall constitute valid grounds for revocation of the license.  A separate offense shall be 
deemed committed each day during on or which an offense occurs or continues. 
(Ord.  81-932.  Passed 12-7-81.) 
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CHAPTER 713 
Amusement Arcades 

 
 

713.01 Purpose and findings. 
713.02 Definitions. 
713.03 Operation; license required. 
713.04 Application information. 
713.05 Corporations, trusts and 
 partnerships. 
713.06 Affidavit required. 
713.07 License issuance; effective  
 period; fee. 
713.08 License administration. 
713.09 Approval. 
713.10 License validity and display. 

713.11 Operation of arcade. 
713.12 License revocation. 
713.13 Revocation process. 
713.14 Transfer of license. 
713.15 Appeal. 
713.16 Inspection. 
713.17 Nuisance. 
713.18 Effect of partial invalidity. 
713.99 Penalty. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 713.01   PURPOSE AND FINDINGS. 
 (a) Purpose. That the purpose of this chapter is to establish reasonable and uniform 
regulations to minimize and control the negative effects of amusement arcades within the City in 
order to promote the health, safety, and welfare of the citizens of the City.  It is not the purpose 
or intent of this chapter to restrict or deny access to recreational and skill-based amusement 
machines. 
 
 (b) Findings.  The State of Ohio currently allows certain games of skill while games 
of chance are deemed illegal.  It is the specific finding that games of skill operated electronically, 
may easily be altered to be illegal games of chance.  Further, the City has a duty to its citizens to 
require businesses open to the public to maintain ingress and egress, to maintain adequate 
security where a considerable volume of cash is transacted, and otherwise operate within the 
bounds of the law.  (Ord. 2007-3781.  Passed 7-16-07.) 
 



 

2012 Replacement 

713.02                                 BUSINESS REGULATION CODE                                    6B 
 
 
 713.02   DEFINITIONS. 
 As used in this chapter, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning: 
 (a) “Amusement arcade” means any place of business where one or more skill-based 

amusement machines are located for the use or entertainment of persons 
patronizing the place of business. 

 (b) “Skill-based amusement machine” means a skill-based amusement device, such as 
a mechanical, electronic, video, or digital device, or machine, whether or not the 
skill-based amusement machine requires payment for use through a coin or bill 
validator or other payment of consideration or value to participate in the 
machine’s offering or to activate the machine, provided that all of the following 
apply: 

  (1) The machine involves a task, game, play, contest, competition, or 
tournament in which the player actively participates in the task, game, 
play, or tournament. 

  (2) The outcome of an individual’s play and participation is not determined 
largely or wholly by chance.  For purposes of this Chapter, “largely or 
wholly” means at least by fifty-one percent (51%). 

  (3) The outcome of play during a game is not controlled by a person not 
actively participating in the game. 

  (4) The machine charges a price for a task, game, play, contest, competition, 
or tournament. 
  All of the following apply to any machine that is operated 
as described in subsection (b) hereof: 

   A. As used in this chapter, “task,” “game,” and “play” mean one event 
from initial activation of the machine until the results of play are 
determined without payment of additional consideration.  An 
individual utilizing a machine that involves a single task, game, 
play, contest, competition, or tournament may be awarded prizes of 
cash payments or for the value of winnings, credits, rewards or 
prepayments based on the results of play, the prizes or rewards 
shall be established prior to the individual placing the wager, and 
the individual shall be aware of what prize or reward will occur 
before the start of play. 

   B. Advance play for a single task, game, play, contest, competition, or 
tournament participation may be purchased.  The cost of the 
contest, competition, or tournament participation may be greater 
than a single non-contest, competition, or tournament play. 

   C. To the extent that the machine is used in a contest, competition, or 
tournament, that contest, competition, or tournament has a defined 
starting and ending and is open to participants in competition for 
scoring and ranking results toward the awarding of prizes without 
the payment of additional consideration. 

  (5) No machine shall have a guessing game at the end of a successfully 
completed task, game, play, contest, competition, or tournament. 

“Amusement device” does not include vending machines, pinball machines, or 
other arcade games that do not pay out cash or similar credits for the value of 
winnings, credits, rewards, or prepayments. 

 (c) “Game machine” means any skill based amusement device. 
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 (d) “Good moral character” means not having been convicted of a crime involving 

moral turpitude within five years preceding the date of this application. 
 (e) “Malfunction” means failure to operate in accordance with design. 
 (f) “Moral turpitude” means a conviction for a theft offense, fraud, falsification, drug 

offense, or an offense involving gambling, or a felony. 
 (g) “Operator” means any individual, corporation, or other entity conducting the 

business of an amusement arcade. 
 (h) “Owner” means any individual, corporation or other entity owning title to any 

amusement device or the real property at which an amusement arcade is operated. 
 (i) “Playing area” means that portion of the premises where the primary use is for 

customer play on amusement devices. 
  (Ord. 2007-3781.  Passed 7-16-07.) 
 
 713.03   OPERATION; LICENSE REQUIRED. 
 (a) No individual, corporation, or other entity shall be an operator of an amusement 
arcade at any place of business unless such operator holds a valid amusement arcade license for 
the place of business where such amusement arcade is operated, issued by the City. 
 
 (b) No individual, corporation, or other entity shall permit or cause to be permitted 
any skill based amusement machine, game machine, or amusement device to be operated, placed 
into operation, moved onto the area of play, or played, without a current and valid license issued 
by the City for that machine displayed thereon. 
 
 (c) No individual, corporation, or other entity shall play any amusement device 
unless it is validly licensed by the City.  (Ord. 2007-3781.  Passed 7-16-07.) 
 
 713.04   APPLICATION INFORMATION. 
 The original and renewal application for an amusement arcade license and the license for 
each skill-based amusement machine, game machine, or an amusement device shall be upon a 
form prescribed by the City Administrator and shall set forth therein information such as the 
name and address of the operator, the address of the place of business which is to be the licensed 
amusement arcade, the year for which the license is sought, the number of skill-based 
amusement machines or amusement devices located at such place of business, the name and 
address of the owner of each machine, a detailed explanation of the machine operation, 
applicable software license authorization, player skills, and training required qualifying each 
machine as a game of skill, and such other information as the City Administrator reasonably 
requires.  The application shall be signed by the operator in whose name the City licenses are to 
be issued as well as the owner of the real property.  (Ord. 2007-3781.  Passed 7-16-07.) 
 
 713.05   CORPORATIONS, TRUSTS AND PARTNERSHIPS. 
 (a) If the operator filing the application for a license under this chapter is a 
corporation, the application shall list the names and addresses of all officers and directors and 
any individual, corporation or other entity owning twenty-five percent (25%) or more of the 
issued and outstanding shares of every class of stock of such corporation. 
 
 (b) If the operator filing the application for a license is a partnership, the application 
shall list the names and addresses of all partners. 
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 (c) If the operator filing the application for a license is a trust, the application shall 
list the names and addresses of all trustees and/or co-trustees. 
 
 (d) The listing required of any corporation, partnership, or trust shall be repeated and 
further repeated for any corporation, partnership or other entity who or which appears as a 
shareholder, trustee, co-trustee, or partner on the application. 
(Ord. 2007-3781.  Passed 7-16-07.) 
 
 713.06   AFFIDAVIT REQUIRED. 
 The application for a license under this chapter shall be submitted on the forms provided 
by the City Administrator and be accompanied by an affidavit attesting that the operator and all 
employees and agents of the operation have not been convicted of a crime of moral turpitude.  
No person shall swear falsely in any affidavit required to be filed under this section. 
(Ord. 2007-3781.  Passed  7-16-07.) 
 
 713.07   LICENSE ISSUANCE; EFFECTIVE PERIOD; FEE. 
 The City Administrator is hereby authorized to issue amusement arcade licenses and 
amusement and/or game machine licenses for machines that pay cash prizes or produce a ticket 
or card that may be exchanged for cash, or cash equivalents, in such form as he or she determines 
to be appropriate, for a period of up to one year, upon satisfaction of the following conditions 
 (a) The operator of the amusement arcade has properly filed the application required 

by this chapter.  The owner of the game machines and the real property owner 
shall sign the application; 

 (b) A fee of one thousand dollars ($1,000) per arcade location per year has been paid; 
 (c) A fee of one hundred dollars ($100.00) per machine per month has been paid in 

advance annually; 
 (d) The operator or any employee of the operator has not been convicted of a crime of 

moral turpitude within the last five years; 
 (e) The City Administrator has determined that no other reasonable cause exists to 

deny issuance of such license; 
 (f) Compliance with Section 713.09; 
 (g) License fees are non-refundable except upon approval of the Council. 
  (Ord. 2007-3781.  Passed 7-16-07.) 
 
 713.08   LICENSE ADMINISTRATION. 
 (a) It shall be the duty of the City Administrator, or his or her designee, to administer 
the licensing regulations of this chapter. 
 
 (b) The City Administrator, or his or her designee, is hereby empowered to adopt and 
enforce such rules and regulations relating to any matter or thing pertaining to the issuance, 
administration, and enforcement of this chapter. 
 
 (c) The burden shall rest on the owner, applicant, operator, and/or agent of the 
operator, owner, or applicant to timely produce the complete, accurate, and true records, 
documents, program source codes, or other data objects necessary to substantiate the licensing 
requirements of this chapter.  Absent such substantiation, the decision of the City Administrator 
shall be final subject to Section 713.15. 
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 (d) A license shall be issued within forty-five days of receipt of complete application 
and compliance with this Chapter. 
 
 (e) No arcade license shall be issued until all individual skill-based amusement 
machines or amusement devices are licensed. 
(Ord. 2007-3781.  Passed 7-16-07.) 
 
 713.09   APPROVAL. 
 Each applicant, within forty-five days of submitting an application for an amusement 
arcade license, shall submit the following to the City Administrator: 
 (a) A report prepared in accordance with the protocol established by the Attorney 

General of the State of Ohio stating that the specific amusement device, including 
but not limited to the source code, has been tested and examined under the 
requirements of the Ohio Revised Code and the specific amusement device is 
largely or wholly a game of skill. 

 (b) Evidence of statutory enactment by the State of Ohio that the device is within the 
class of approved devices established as permissible within the State 

 (c) A report must be prepared for each amusement device to be licensed. 
  (Ord. 2007-3781.  Passed 7-16-07.) 
 
 713.10   LICENSE VALIDITY AND DISPLAY. 
 Each license under this chapter shall be valid for only so long as the amusement arcade is 
operated by the operator listed on such license, at the place of business listed thereon.  Each 
skill-based amusement machine and/or amusement device shall be valid for operation or use only 
so long as the game machine and/or amusement device has displayed on it a current license, or 
until the license is revoked by the City or until such machines are determined to be games of 
chance or otherwise deemed illegal by the State of Ohio or a court of competent jurisdiction. 
(Ord. 2007-3781.  Passed 7-16-07.) 
 
 713.11   OPERATION OF ARCADE. 
 (a) No person under the age of eighteen years shall be permitted on the premises. 
 
 (b) No doors shall be locked preventing ingress or egress by members of the public 
while patrons are on the premises.  
 
 (c) The operator shall adopt and enforce a no loitering policy on the premises. 
 
 (d) The premises of every amusement arcade shall be equipped with exterior lighting 
of sufficient intensity to illuminate every means of ingress and egress and adjacent parking areas. 
 
 (e) Each arcade shall be maintained so that it is handicap accessible throughout. 
 
 (f) The operator shall maintain a record of each machine taken out of play for any 
reason, including but not limited to, machine malfunction.  The record shall include, but not be 
limited to the following: name of operator taking the device out of play; name and address of 
player who last played; the amount reflected as won but not paid or lost by the arcade; a 
description of the malfunction; a description of how the game machine was designed to operate; 
time and date of removal from play; make, model, and serial number of the game machine.  Said 
record shall be maintained on the premises for at least two years from the date of removal.  
Further, the record shall be available for inspection to the City Administrator, his or her agents, 
and designees during regular business hours. 
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 (g) Each operator shall maintain a record of the full name, address, telephone 
number, date, tax identification number, and gross value amount for each player receiving 
consideration or anything of value exceeding two hundred dollars ($200.00).  This record shall 
be filed with the City Administrator for the City at least quarterly.  Further, such record shall be 
available for inspection by the City Administrator, his or her agents, and designees during 
regular business hours for a period of two years. 
 
 (h) Each operator shall clearly post in a conspicuous place all circumstances in which 
a player may not “cash out,” be reimbursed, or receive cash payments for the value of winnings, 
credits, rewards, or prepayments.  
 
 (i) All on premises food service shall comply with state and local health regulations. 
 
 (j) Each operator shall conspicuously display by posting with each skill-based 
amusement machine the established prize or reward for each play.  This information shall be 
posted so that the player can observe it prior to and during play. 
 
 (k) Each operator shall make available and have on display forms as prescribed by 
the City Administrator for the recovery of losses pursuant to Ohio R.C. Chapter 3763. 
 
 (l) No weapons, firearms, or dangerous ordnances are permitted on the premises. 
(Ord. 2007-3781.  Passed 7-16-07.) 
 
 713.12   LICENSE REVOCATION. 
 It shall be cause for revocation of any license required under this chapter, by the issuing 
authority, or for non-renewal of such license, for an operator or operator’s officers, directors, 
agents, or employees, trustee, twenty-five percent (25%) of the shareholders of an operator, or 
for any other person to: 
 (a) Operate an amusement arcade without a valid license; 
 (b) Operate or permit to be operated an amusement device or game machine without 

a valid license for that machine or device; 
 (c) Fail to display any license required by this chapter; 
 (d) Provide any false or misleading information in the material submitted during the 

application process; 
 (e) Permit any violation of: 
  (1)  An ordinance or regulation of the City or the County, including but not 

limited to the rules of the Department of Health; or  
  (2)  Statute of the State for which a criminal penalty may be invoked.  
 (f) Knowingly allow gambling on the premises; 
 (g) Transfer or alter any license issued under this chapter; 
 (h) Failure to comply with any provision in this chapter; 
 (i) Be convicted of a crime involving moral turpitude. 
  (Ord. 2007-3781.  Passed 7-16-07.) 
 
 713.13   REVOCATION PROCESS. 
 (a) The City Administrator shall notify the licensee in writing, at the address of the 
amusement arcade, of the reason for revocation.  Service shall be made by regular first class mail 
with proof of service or personally. 
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 (b) When the City revokes a license, the licensee shall not be issued another license 
for one year from the date the revocation became effective.  If the City finds, subsequent to 
revocation, that the basis for revocation has been corrected or abated, the applicant may be 
granted a license if at least ninety (90) days elapsed since the date the revocation became 
effective. 
(Ord. 2007-3781.  Passed  7-16-07.) 
 
 713.14   TRANSFER OF LICENSE. 
 (a) An amusement arcade license is not transferable from one licensee to another or 
from one location to another.  Any purported transfer of an amusement arcade license shall 
automatically and immediately revoke that license. 
 
 (b) A skill-based amusement machine or amusement device license is not transferable 
from one machine or device to another or to a machine or device moved to a different location.  
Such transfer of a license shall automatically and immediately revoke that license. 
(Ord. 2007-3781.  Passed 7-16-07.) 
 
 713.15   APPEAL. 
 Any licensee may appeal the decision of the City Administrator for the denial of the 
issuance of a license, the denial of a renewal of a license, or the revocation of a license.  An 
appeal must be filed within ten days of notice of non-issuance, in writing, to City Council stating 
the reason for the appeal.  (Ord. 2007-3781.  Passed 7-16-07.) 
 
 713.16   INSPECTION. 
 (a) The Police Department shall, from time to time, inspect that portion of the arcade 
business open to the public and licensed hereunder in order to assess the compliance with the 
provisions of this chapter. 
 
 (b) The Fire Marshal and/or Zoning Inspector shall, from time to time, inspect that 
portion of the arcade open to the public and licensed hereunder in order to assess compliance 
with all applicable Fire, Building, and Zoning Code regulations. 
(Ord. 2007-3781.  Passed 7-16-07.) 
 
 713.17   NUISANCE. 
 A violation of this chapter shall constitute a nuisance and is subject to civil proceedings, 
including an injunction, in addition to prosecution for criminal violations of the State of Ohio 
and the Codified Ordinances of the City. 
(Ord. 2007-3781.  Passed 7-16-07.) 
 
 713.18   EFFECT OF PARTIAL INVALIDITY. 
 If any section, subsection, or clause of this chapter shall be deemed unconstitutional or 
otherwise invalid, the validity and enforcement of the remaining sections, subsections, and 
clauses shall not be affected.  (Ord. 2007-3781.  Passed 7-16-07.) 
 
 713.99   PENALTY. 
 Whosoever violates or fails to comply with any of the provisions of this chapter, for 
which no penalty is otherwise provided, is guilty of a second degree misdemeanor and shall be 
subject to the penalties set forth in Section 501.99.  A separate offense shall be deemed 
committed each day during or on which a violation or noncompliance occurs.  
(Ord. 2007-3781.  Passed 7-16-07.) 
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CHAPTER 717 
Garage Sales 

 
 

717.01 Definitions. 
717.02 Prohibitions. 
717.03 Regulation of sales and 
 advertisements. 
717.04 Fee for permit. 

717.05 Contents of application for 
 permit. 
717.99 Penalty. 
 

 
 

CROSS REFERENCES 
Theft by deception - see GEN.  OFF.  545.05 

 
 

 
 
 
 717.01   DEFINITIONS. 
 (a) “Garage sale” includes “garage sale”, “lawn sale”, “porch sale”, “attic sale”, 
“rummage sale” and “flea market” conducted by any person, firm or corporation from any lot or 
land, or by whatever other name the same may be called, and for the sale of tangible personal 
property, except: 
  (1) Auction sales conducted by a licensed auctioneer. 
  (2) Sales by established retail establishments holding a vendors license, issued 

by the Ohio Department of Taxation, where the place of business is 
permanent or is intended to be permanent. 

  (3) Any sale conducted by a non profit corporation or organization as defined 
by Section 501 of the Internal Revenue Code. 

  (4) Any private sale, where the public is not invited, where goods are offered 
for sale by private showing only by means of a newspaper advertisement 
commonly called a “want ad”.  

 
 (b) “Calendar year” means the period of time between January 1 and December 31 of 
each year. 
 
 (c) “Permit premises” means the house address of the residence or other premises for 
which the license is issued. 
(Ord.  77-807.  Passed 2-7-77.) 
 
 717.02   PROHIBITIONS. 
 No person, firm or corporation shall conduct a garage sale without having first made an 
application to the Director of Finance and having paid the required fee therefor at least twenty-
four hours prior to the commencement of the sale. 
(Ord.  77-807.  Passed 2-7-77.) 
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 717.03   REGULATION OF SALES AND ADVERTISEMENTS. 
 (a) No person shall receive, or make application for any permit premises, of more 
than two permits, issued in accord with Section 717.02 in any one calendar year. 
 
 (b) No garage sale as defined herein shall continue for more than three consecutive 
days or more than 72 consecutive hours. 
 
 (c) All advertising signs shall be limited as follows: 
  (1) One sign within the permit premises. 
  (2) Two signs erected other than on the permit premises, none of which shall 

be erected more than twelve hours prior to the commencement of the sale; 
and all signs to be removed within twelve hours after the closing of the 
sale. 

   (Ord.  77-807.  Passed 2-7-77.) 
 
 717.04   FEE FOR PERMIT. 
 The fee for the permit shall be five dollars ($5.00) and shall be paid to the Director of 
Finance at the time the application is filed in the Director’s office. 
(Ord.  77-807.  Passed 2-7-77.) 
 
 717.05   CONTENTS OF APPLICATION FOR PERMIT. 
 All applications shall be on forms furnished by the Finance Director and shall contain the 
following information. 
 (a) The name of the applicant. 
 (b) The address of the premises for which a license is sought; and 
 (c) The time of the proposed sale, including the time of commencement and the time 

of closing. 
  (Ord.  77-807.  Passed 2-7-77.) 
 
 717.99   PENALTY. 
 Any person violating any provision of this chapter shall be guilty of a minor 
misdemeanor.  (Ord.  77-807.  Passed 2-7-77.) 
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CHAPTER 723 
Junk Yards 

 
 

723.01 Definitions. 
723.02 Prohibitions. 
723.03 License requirements. 

723.04 Scrap yard fences. 
723.05 Inspections. 
723.99 Penalty. 
 

 
 

CROSS REFERENCES 
  State licensing and required fencing - see Ohio R.C. 4737.05 et seq. 
  Junk vehicles - see TRAF.  303.09, 303.10 
 
 
 
 
 
 723.01   DEFINITIONS. 
 As used in this chapter, the following words have the meanings set forth herein for the 
purpose of definition. 
 (a) "Junk" means old or scrap copper, brass, rope, rags, batteries, paper, rubber, tires. 

junked, dismantled or wrecked automobiles or parts thereof, iron, steel and other 
old or scrap ferrous or nonferrous materials which are not held for sale for 
remelting purposes, and establishment having facilities for processing such 
materials. 

 (b) "Junkyard" or “Scrap Yard” means an establishment or place of business, (not 
including an establishment having facilities for processing and recycling of iron, 
steel, nonferrous scraps and whose principal product is scrap iron and steel or 
nonferrous scrap for sale for remelting purposes), which is maintained or operated 
for the purpose of storing, keeping, buying, or selling junk, and of the 
maintenance or operation of any automobile graveyard including where more than 
two (2) junk or nuisance motor vehicles, or parts thereof, per Section 303.10 are 
stored even when concealed by fence or opaque hedges. 

 (c) "Fence" means an enclosure at least six feet in height, constructed of 
nontransparent material, and maintained so as to secure the junk in the enclosure 
from ordinary view of persons passing upon the streets or from a neighboring 
property from a vantage point. 

  (Ord. 2011-4032.  Passed 9-6-11.) 
 
 723.02   PROHIBITIONS. 
 No person shall operate or maintain a junk yard within the Municipality unless the person 
has obtained a license issued under Section 723.03. 
 No licensee shall maintain or operate a junk yard in violation of the provisions of Section 
723.03.  (Ord.  2011-4032.  Passed 9-6-11.) 
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 723.03   LICENSE REQUIREMENTS. 
 (a) No person shall operate or maintain a junk or scrap yard without having first 
obtained a license to do so from the City Administrator. 
 
 (b) The fee for license under this section is one hundred dollars ($100.00). All 
licenses issued under this section shall expire on the 1st day of January following the date of 
issue. Licenses shall be renewed from year to year upon the payment of one hundred dollars 
($100.00). 
 
 (c) Any license or renewal thereof issued under this section may be revoked by the 
City Administrator after giving ten day's notice and an opportunity to be heard to show cause 
why the license should be revoked due to a violation by the licensee or any of his officers, agents 
or employees. 
 
 (d) In the event that the person who seeks a license has been previously refused a 
license by the county auditor of any county in the State acting under the provisions of Ohio R.C. 
Chapter 4737, the person shall not be entitled to receive a license within this City. 
 
 (e) An application for a license to operate and maintain a junk r scrap yard or for the 
renewal thereof shall be made in writing, accompanied by the proper fee payable to the City 
setting forth the name and address of the applicant, the location of the junk or . rap yard, if the 
applicant is a firm, partnership or association, the names and addresses of each member, if the 
applicant is a corporation the date and place of incorporation, the names and the addresses of the 
officers and directors, and such other reasonable information as may be required. The application 
shall be signed and sworn to by the applicant.  
(Ord. 2011-4032.  Passed 9-6-11.) 
 
 723.04   SCRAP YARD FENCES. 
 (a) Any fence required to be constructed under the provisions of this chapter shall be 
neatly constructed, shall be of uniform nontransparent materials throughout and shall be kept in 
good order and repair and no advertisement shall be permitted thereon other than the name of the 
person under whose license has been issued and the nature of the business conducted therein. 
Fencing material that are of compoition or condition requiring paint shall maintain such paint in 
good condition. The paint colors shall blend into the environs of the street right of way. 
 
 (b) Piling of materials above the planned height of fencing is prohibited. 
 
 (c) Additional plant materials around the fence shall be given proper maintenance to 
remain in good condition.  Dead plant material shall be removed immediately and shall be 
replaced if it was condition of approval of the facility. 
 
 (d) The right to maintain a nonconforming junkyard or scrapyard shall be terminated 
if for a period of three (3) months the property is void of junk, or if, for a period of six (6) 
months, there is no additional junk is placed on the site. 
(Ord. 2011-0432.  Passed 9-6-11.) 
 
 723.05   INSPECTIONS. 
 (a) The Zoning Inspector shall inspect each junk or scrap yard located within this 
City and for which a license has been issued to obtain information as to whether the licensee’s 
business has been and is being conducted in accordance with the provisions of this chapter.  The 
Zoning Inspector shall submit a written report of such examination to the City Administrator. 
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 (b) The Zoning Inspector shall for the purpose of this examination have access to the 
grounds and the buildings used in the conduct of the business by the licensee during the regular 
hours of the licensee.  (Ord. 2011-0432.  Passed 9-6-11.) 
 
 723.99   PENALTY. 
 (a) Whenever the City Administrator or Law Director is of the opinion that the junk 
yard is being operated or maintained in violation of any provisions of this chapter, and that 
corrective action has not been completed within 30 days of notification, they may apply, in the 
name of the City, to a court of competent jurisdiction alleging violation thereof and praying for 
an injunction to abate the nuisance, or other proper relief. 
 
 (b) Court costs and the costs of abatement and costs to the City for investigation and 
follow up on the complaint, shall be delivered to the Clerk of Council to make a return to the 
County Auditor for assessment on the property tax of the parcel or parcels. 
 
 (c) Whoever violates any provision of this chapter is guilty of a misdemeanor of the 
fourth degree for each violation, and each day in which the violation continues shall be deemed 
to be a separate offense. 
(Ord. 2011-0432.  Passed 9-6-11.) 
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CHAPTER 729 
Outdoor Public Entertainment Activity 

 
 

729.01 Definitions. 
729.02 Permit required for outdoor  
 public entertainment. 
729.03 Application for permit. 
729.04 Conditions of permit, 
 performance bond and waiver 
 of bond requirement. 

729.05 Decision by Administrator and 
 review of decision. 
729.99 Penalty. 

 
CROSS REFERENCES 

  Power to regulate - see Ohio R.C. 715.48, 715.63, 3765.02 
  State licensing of portable amusement devices - see Ohio R.C. 
   1711.11(H) 
  County license for public shows - see Ohio R.C. Ch.  3765 
 
 
 
 
 
 729.01   DEFINITIONS. 
 Unless otherwise expressly stated in this chapter, the following terms shall have the 
meanings provided in this section. 
 (a) “Operator” means the person, firm, partnership, corporation, club, society, or 

other legal entity that operates or supervises any outdoor public entertainment 
activity or constructs structures incident to outdoor public entertainment. 

 (b) “Outdoor public entertainment” means any carnival, fair, festival or similar 
enterprise which offers to the public, for a fee, any one or combination of: 
amusement rides; games of chance for which prizes may be awarded; sales of 
food or beverages; exposition of or offer for sale of goods; entertainment 
performance or series of performances; or musical concert. 

 (c) “Sponsoring agency” means the person, firm, partnership, corporation, club, 
society or other legal entity that organizes, funds, promotes or sponsors any 
outdoor public entertainment. 

 (d) “Property owner” means the owner or owners of record of the property or 
properties upon which the sponsoring agency and/or operator wishes to conduct 
outdoor public entertainment. 

  (Ord. 2007-3795.  Passed 9-4-07.) 
 
 729.02   PERMIT REQUIRED FOR OUTDOOR PUBLIC ENTERTAINMENT. 
 No sponsoring agency, operator, or property owner shall conduct, operate or allow to 
be conducted or operated any outdoor public entertainment within the City without a permit 
issued by the City Administrator pursuant to the guidelines that may be established from time to 
time by the City Council relative to outdoor public entertainment. Guidelines established shall be 
made available to any interested individual and/or applicant upon request.  
(Ord. 2007-3795.  Passed 9-4-07.) 
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 729.03   APPLICATION FOR PERMIT. 
 (a) Application: The sponsoring agency, operator and property owner shall jointly 
submit an application for a permit to conduct outdoor public entertainment to the City 
Administrator upon such form or in such manner as may be established by the City which shall, 
at a minimum, contain the following: 
  (1) Proposed date(s) and hours of activity. 
  (2) Nature of activity. 
  (3) Anticipated level of public attendance if known. 
  (4) Name(s) of individual(s) who will be available on the proposed location 

for the activity during all hours of the activity. 
  (5) Extent of law enforcement or other safety force needs anticipated and/or 

expected along with the name of the contact person at each such office and 
the details of the arrangements made for such services. 

  (6) The date(s) and location(s) of any prior activity conducted, the nature of 
any complaints received, citations issued and/or actions taken relative to 
any performance bonds required. 

  (7) Name, current address and telephone number of each individual 
submitting the application on behalf of the Sponsoring agency, operator  
and property owner. 

 
 (b) Application Deadline:  Any application for a permit required by this chapter shall 
be submitted not later than thirty days prior to the dates proposed for the activity as set forth in 
subsection (a)(1) hereof. 
 
 (c) Application Fee:  Each application shall include a non-refundable administrative 
processing fee of twenty-five dollars ($25.00). 
(Ord. 2009-3911.  Passed 6-1-09.) 
 
 729.04   CONDITIONS OF PERMIT, PERFORMANCE BOND AND WAIVER 
      OF BOND REQUIREMENT. 
 (a) The City Administrator shall review the application for outdoor activity and, after 
consulting with such other City officials: 
  (1) That the guidelines established by Council would require given the 

information disclosed by the applicant in Section 729.03(a)  hereof, and, 
  (2) Such other additional City officials  as the Administrator feels appropriate 

based upon the nature of the application, approve, approve with additional 
specific conditions or deny an application for outdoor activity. 

 
 (b) Every permit issued by the City Administrator shall be limited to the conditions 
set forth in the permit or document of approval including but not limited to the approved hours of 
operation, special limitations, or additional requirements such as law enforcement presence 
and/or other safety force utilization. 
 
 (c) Every permit issued, unless a specific waiver has been authorized by the City 
Administrator as a consequence of the community based nature of the activity, (such as, by way 
of illustration and not by way of limitation, the annual Community Street Fair, church events, 
school events and community based not for profit events), shall be conditioned upon the 
provision by the applicants of a performance bond in the amount of two thousand five hundred 
dollars ($2,500) to secure the faithful performance of all of the terms and conditions established 
relative to the permit. 
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 (d) The failure to comply with the provisions of this chapter or any of the terms and 
conditions set forth in the permit shall constitute a violation of the Section 729.99 under this 
Chapter and shall form the basis for an immediate suspension of the permit by the Chief of 
Police and/or a revocation of the permit by the City Administrator. 
 
 (e) Any suspension of a permit issued under this chapter shall be accompanied by a 
prompt review and determination by the City Administrator as to whether the permit should be 
subject to revocation with subsequent bond forfeiture proceedings, additional conditions or 
additional performance bond amounts. 
(Ord. 2009-3911.  Passed 6-1-09.) 
 
 729.05   DECISION BY ADMINISTRATOR AND REVIEW OF DECISION. 
 (a) The approval, approval with conditions or denial of an application by the City 
Administrator shall be made within ten days of the receipt of a completed application. Any 
approval that imposes conditions shall be in writing and shall be specific as to the conditions 
imposed and shall state the reasoning for the imposition of such conditions. Any denial of an 
application shall be in writing and shall set forth in detail the reason or reasons for the denial. 
The applicant shall be promptly notified of the determination of the City Administrator on the 
action taken relative to an application. 
 
 (b) Any applicant aggrieved by the determination of the City Administrator may 
appeal the Decision of the Administrator to Council who shall consider the appeal at the next 
following regularly scheduled meeting of Council or at a special meeting called to consider any 
such matter.  
(Ord. 2007-3795.  Passed 9-4-07.) 
 
 729.99   PENALTY. 
  Whoever violates any provision of this chapter is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third 
degree.  Each individual violation of a condition as set forth in a permit issued under the 
authority of this chapter  constitutes a separate violation. 
(Ord. 2007-3795.  Passed 9-4-07.) 
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CHAPTER 735 
Peddlers and Solicitors 

 
 

735.01 Definitions. 
735.02 License required. 
735.03 Regulations. 

735.99 Penalty. 
 

 
 

CROSS REFERENCES 
  Home solicitation sales - see Ohio R.C. 1345.21 et seq. 
  Charitable solicitations - see Ohio R.C. Ch.  1716 
  Door to door sales activity of minors restricted - see Ohio R.C. 4109.21 
  Trespassing - see GEN.  OFF.  541.05 
  Littering - see GEN.  OFF.  521.08 
 
 
 
 
 
 735.01   DEFINITIONS. 
 As used in this chapter: 
 (a) Person.  “Person” includes the singular and the plural and shall include any 

person, firm, corporation or organization. 
 (b) Peddler.  “Peddler” includes any person, whether a resident of this Municipality 

or not, traveling by foot, wagon, automobile, truck, cart or any other type of 
conveyance, from place to place, or from street to street, or from door to door, 
carrying, conveying or transporting goods, wares, merchandise, farm products or 
provisions, offering and exposing the same for sale, or selling from a wagon, 
automotive vehicle or other vehicle conveyance, but shall not be deemed to 
include a person engaged in the sale of dairy and bakery products by traveling or 
regularly established routes.  This shall not be deemed to include the youth of this 
community who on their own initiative engage in free enterprise for themselves.  
“Peddler” includes “hawker” and “huckster”. 

 (c) Mobile Food Service Operation.  “Mobile food service operation” includes any 
operation which is maintained for the purpose of selling or dispensing edible food 
on the streets of this Municipality from a cart, wagon, or motorized vehicle.  No 
person shall operate, control, maintain or allow to be maintained within this 
Municipality any mobile food service operation without first obtaining a license 
from the Licking County Board of Health and produce the license for inspection 
by the Chief of Police. 

 (d) Solicitor or Canvasser.  “Solicitor” or “canvasser” includes any person with no 
fixed place of business in this Municipality dealing primarily with consumers, 
who takes orders for goods for future delivery or for personal service to be 
furnished in the future, whether by telephone or by house to house or business to 
business canvassing. 
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 (e) Itinerant Merchant or Vendor.  “Itinerant merchant” or “vendor” includes any 

person with a fixed place of business within this Municipality, but who on no 
more than four days in one calendar year offers goods or services for sale at 
places other than their fixed place of business. 

  (Ord.  84-979.  Passed 2-4-85.) 
 
 735.02   LICENSE REQUIRED. 
 No person shall engage in the business of peddler, solicitor, canvasser, itinerant merchant 
or mobile food service operation to solicit sales of, sell, offer for sale, barter, or exchange goods, 
wares, or personal service without applying for a license, paying the required fee and receiving 
from the Chief of Police a license to conduct business in this Municipality. 
(Ord.  84-979.  Passed 2-4-85.) 
 
 735.03   REGULATIONS. 
 (a) Exceptions.  The requirements of a fee and registering as provided herein shall not 
apply to: 
  (1) A duly authorized agent soliciting the sale of goods or wares for or on 

behalf of any recognized educational, civic, religious or charitable 
organization. 

  (2) Agents or salesmen of wholesale houses or firms selling or offering to sell 
their wares or merchandise by sample to merchants of this Municipality, 
nor to farmers selling or offering for sale the products of their own farms. 

 
 (b) Cancellation.   
  (1) In addition to any right otherwise to revoke an offer or cancel a contract, 

the buyer or seller in a home solicitation sale may revoke an offer, or 
promise to purchase, cancel a contract, or rescind a consummated sale and 
purchase until midnight of the third calendar day after the day on which 
the buyer signs an agreement. 

  (2) Cancellation occurs when the buyer gives written notice of cancellation to 
the seller at the address stated in the agreement, contract or offer to 
purchase.  Notice of cancellation given by the buyer need not take any 
particular form and is sufficient if it indicates by any form of written 
expression the intention of the buyer not to be bound by the home 
solicitation sale. 

  (3) Notification by mail shall be considered given at the time mailed. 
  (4) The buyer may not cancel a home solicitation sale if the seller in good 

faith makes a substantial beginning of performance of service before the 
buyer gives notice of cancellation. 

 
 (c) Application. 
  (1) Applicants for a license under this chapter must file with the Chief of 

Police a sworn application in writing on a form to be furnished by the 
Finance Director’s Office which shall give the following information: 

   A. Name; 
   B. Address (both legal and local); 

  C. Name and address of employer; 
   D. Name and address of supervisor; 
   E. Length of service with employer; 
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   F. All places of employment and residence during the preceding 

twelve months; 
   G. Description of the nature and character of business, the goods to be 

sold or the service to be furnished by the applicant; 
   H. Valid identification; 
   I. Written proof of employment; and 
   J. Period of time license is requested. 
  (2) The license shall not be issued sooner than five working days after the 

application is filed.  When the Chief of Police shall determine that the 
applicant is of good moral character and proposes to engage in a lawful 
commercial or professional enterprise, a license will be issued. 

 
 (d) Appeals.  Any applicant whom the Chief of Police has denied a license shall be 
entitled to appeal to Council. 
 
 (e) Registration, Transfer and Use.  Any peddler, solicitor, agent, canvasser, itinerant 
merchant or mobile food service operation may engage in the business after application to the 
Chief of Police, registering, paying the fee and receiving a license from the Chief of Police. 
 
 (f) Fees. 
  (1) Twenty-five dollars ($25.00) for thirty days or less. 
  (2) One hundred dollars ($100.00) for no more than one year. 
   (Ord.  84-979.  Passed 2-4-85.) 
 
 735.99   PENALTY. 
 Whoever violates any provision of this chapter is guilty of a minor misdemeanor for the 
first offense, and a misdemeanor of the fourth degree for any subsequent offense.  Each and 
every day upon which the violation takes place shall be deemed a separate offense. 
(Ord.  84-979.  Passed 2-4-85.) 
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CHAPTER 739 
Video Service Providers 

 
 
739.01 Fees. 
 
 
 
 
 
 739.01  FEES. 
 (a) In accordance with the requirements of Ohio R.C. 1332.32, and subject to its 
taking effect, all video service providers providing video service in the City of Pataskala 
pursuant to a video service authorization obtained from the Director of the Ohio Department of 
Commerce shall pay Video Service Provider Fees (“VSP Fees”) in the amount of five percent 
(5%) of gross revenues received from providing video service in the City of Pataskala, which 
gross revenue base shall include advertising revenues as permitted and defined by Ohio R.C. 
1332.32(B)(2)(g).  The VSP Fee shall be paid quarterly, not sooner than forty-five (45) days nor 
later than sixty (60) days after the end of each calendar quarter. 
 
 (b) The City Administrator is hereby authorized and directed, upon receipt of notice 
from a video service provider that it will being providing service in the City pursuant to a state-
issued video service authorization, to provide such video service provider within notice of the 
VSP Fee as determined by this Council above, which notice may be given by overnight (return 
receipt), certified mail or other manner of delivery no later than ten (10) days from receipt of the 
provider’s notice.  (Ord. 2008-3847.  Passed 2-4-08.) 
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